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at Pine and Nassau streets,

By STEPHAMIE GASKELL

A square-mile area of lower
Manhattan is choked with an
unprecedentad 59 simultaneous
construction projects — more
than any other neighborhood in
the city.

And rellef &5 siill four years
away.

“People think we are closed,”
sald Pamela Gil, peneral man-
ager of Les Halles on John
Steeet, vne of the most hardhat
cloggad streets in the area,

Gill said the scaffolding ev-
erywhiere, and closing store-
fronts, have hampered busi-
ness

"But when people came here,
they say ‘Thank God, you're
still here,' ~ she said. “We stay
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for them. There's a special at-
tachment to this neighborhood
and what went on.”

“The promise of the ‘lower
Manhattan of the future' has
spurred a lot of new residential
and commercial construction,”
sald Charles Maikish, executive
directar of the Lower Manhat-
tan Construction Command
Center. The conter wag created
after 9/11 to ovarses the $22 bil-
lien in public and private proj-
ects in the area.

“This iso't just repairing the
damage, it's also improving the
infrastructure so that we can
handle all the new growth
that's going on in this area”

The Infrastructare is 5o old in
this historic slice of Now York

59 projects at once a big

that workers have found water
mains made of wood, and the
time it takes to fix roads, sewer
and water pipes, and ufility
lines, or to erect a building, can

double:
“Lower Manhattan is ex-
tremely challenging when com-

gmd to other parts of the city
ecause the streets are 5o nar-
row, the buildings are tall, de-
mand for utilities and telecom-
municution lines s high and
there are subways under many
of the streéts,” said Josh Rosen-
bloom, director of city opera-
tions.

The federal government
poured in hundreds of millions
of dollars for several projects,
including the. Fulton Street

crippler

Transit Center and the South
Ferry Terminal

There i construction " on
nearly every street — with
Broadway, Fulton, John, Wil-
lam and Dey Streets and
Maiden Lane particularly busy.

While business owners are
feeling pinched — sales are off,
and it’s difficult to' get deliver-
ies or just to get around — they
say It's going to be worth it,

"One they bulld the Freedoin
Tower, it's going to be the most

ficent  neighborhood,”

id Ralph BRaldera, who has
worked at the John Street Flo-
rist for nearly a decade.

“You just have to try to sur-
vive until then."
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