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By DAVID W. DUNLAP

Charles J. Maikish, a former Port
Agtherity official who way responsi-
ble for rebuilding the World Trade
Cepter sfter the 1583 tervorist at-
tack, was named yesterday to aver-
see rebullding throughout downtown.

He Is to be the first executive di-
rector of the Lower Manhattan Con-
struction Command Center, created
three moniths ago by Gov. George E.
Pataki and Mayor Michael R. Bloom-
berg to bring some arder to the build-
ing, demofition and rondwork in one
of the city’s densest and most con-
stricted quarters.

Neighbors and businesses hove de-
spaired atgne the prospect of so
much wark occurring simultaneous-
Iy that streets will become [mpass-
ahle, noise will become deafening
ant! the sbr will grow thick with dust,
1f not hazsrdous contaminunts

“Within six moiths, we're going to
have so much construction down
Iere that it's goed he's coming now,”
sndd Madelyn Wils, the chairwoman
of Community Board 1. She said
~(harlie (s direct, He's a persan of
gttion. And when he starts this job, it
will come tegether falsly quickly. He
knows whe he peeds 1o tulk 0.

Mr. Maikish, 57, lives to New Clty,
N.Y., and = cusvently the axecullve
viey president of global real estate
business services at J. P. Morgan
Chase & Company.

Bul his familiarity with the trade
cienter site runs from the grownd up.
In 1958, a5 an engineering student, he
toined the Port Authority as a provi-
sionpl employee. Among his tasks
was w strike bedrock around the
twin towers’ foundstions with an iron
bar o determine, from the sound,
whethor it was solid enough' to bulld

As direcvor of the authority's
Warld Trade Department from 1891
o 1986, Mr. Maikish supervised the
recovery of the rade center after the
first attack: Some measures he and
his coileagues instiruted ware cred-
ited with saving lives on Sept, 11,
2001

My Mitkich and Frank Lombardi,
the chief engineer of the authority,
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For more information, visit

www.LowerManhattan.info
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Charles J. Maikish, named executive director of the Lower Manhattan Construction Command Center.

removed stores and created new cor-
ridors in the shopping concourse, In
"100 Minutes: The Unwld Story of
the Fight to Survive Inside the Twin
Towers” (Times Books and Henry
Holr, 2005), Jlm Dwyer and Kevin
Flyns wrote, “They had done under-
ground what cold not be done 1o the
towers themselves. given more peo-

Bringing order to
building, demolition
and road changes.

ple better chances to getout.”

In his naw $200,000-a;year job. Mr.
Maikish will suparvise work in Low-
er Manhatan south of Canal Street
and southwast of Rutgers Street. The
commuand center will coordinate all
roadwork a2nd ather construction
projects that are valued ot more
than $25 million, that sre Ananced by
Liberty Bonds or that require gov-
ernment action or permiits

Though his fulltime tranaition
froim the bank w the command cen-
ter will not occur untll April, Mr.
Maikish said in animerview yester-

day that he intended (o begin imme-
diately. “This is the right time,” he
sald, “Six months from now would be
too late”

He added that there had been “a lot
of good planning and a lot of coordi-
nation” leading wp w his appoin-
ment, which was announced by the
governar and the mayor.

Mr. Maikish will conduct a cacoph-
onous orchestra — cat hertding may
be a bettar analogy — whose players
include the city and state Transpor-
ation Deparctments, the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey, the
Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity, the Battery Park City Authority,
the Lower Manhattan Development
Corporation, the city’s Design and
Construction Department, the Eco-
nomie Development Corparation, 5il-
versieln Properties, Verizon, Con-
solidated Eclison, the Police and Fire
Departments and st least five other
agéncies und bodies.

“It means getting people to pat
aside agendas,” Mr. Matkish said
His goal, he sald, was to kesp every-
one focused on the greater objective
of rebullding Lower Manhattan, “so
we don't get welghed down In minuth-
se and weighed down in cbstruc-
tlons”

Last mooth, Verizon warned pub-
lcly that without better coordina-

tion, telephone service downtown
and the trade center development
timetable might be jeopardized. Yes
terday, Paul A, Crotty, the group
president for New York and Cannect.
leut, welcomed Mr. Maikish's ap
pointment, citing his “skills, experi-
ence, expertise and temperament.”

Carl Welshrod, the president of the
Alllance for Downtown New York
said, “It was worth the wait to get a
quality appointment.” (The Alllance
said last month that if an executive
director were pot appointed soon, the
command center risked “becoming
obsolete before it is even operation-
al.") Mr. Weighrod sald Mr. Maikish
had been “an intimate part of this
communtty for a vory, very long
Hme"

Iris Weinshall, the eity transporti-
tion commissioner, sald Mr, Maikish
would bring “a wealth of experience
fn both construction and property
management.”

Before joining Chase Manhattan
Bank in 1998, Mr. Maikish was vice
president for facilities management
at Columbla University. Bul most of
his career was at the Port Autharity,
which yesterday also praised his sp-
peistment. He was principal attor-
ney in the litigation division from
1477 to 1986 and director of ferry op-
erations from 1986 to 1890,
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A view of the former Deutsche Bank building, which was damaged and seriously contaminated when the nearby World Trade Center towers fell.



