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by Barry Owans

The Lowes Manhattan Construction Command Cenler, the city agency that will coordinate truck traffic, enforce
enviranmental regulations and otherwise aim to ease the impacts of constant construction in the neighborhood
over the nexl decade, began fts task last month by launching a program fo monitor air quality Downtown.

The program began in late June with the installation of air sampling devices at several locations below Canal

Street, near the sites of major construction projects, and will include the dally collection of air samples. Charies

mm’gwmwm center's director, presented a hroad oulline of the program to a committee of Community
montn.

"The goal is to make sure that the air in Lower Manhattan |s as good as it is anywhere eise in Manhattan.” he said.

The sampling devices are meant lo l the air quality monitors that will be set up on-site during the

deconstruction of 130 Liberty Strest and Fitarman Mall and at other construction projects. The machines are in
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The devices test for particles in the alr, and analysis of the samplés will in most cases be able to determine where
the partitles come from

"We will ba able to tall whether i is related to construction, or weather patterns, or even ship movement in the
harbor,* Maikish said. "If there s a spike in the readings, we have to delarmine why. If we datermine that a
contractor is not complying with environmental criteria. they will be shul down, period,”

Thaose critenia include the use of ultra-<jow-sulfur diese! fuel in off-road construction vehicles, limitations on idling
times for diesel-powered engines, and dust-canirol measures at construction sites

The results of the dally samples will be published weekly, sent to varicus governmant agencies and posted at
www, lowermanhattan.info.

Maikih sald ha expacts construction Downtown o be heaviest in 2007 and 2008, but he is eager to have the air
sampling devices up now so a baseline can be estatilished.

The command canter will oversee the program in consultation with the federal Environmental Protection Agency,
the New York State Depariment of Environmental Conservalion, and the city's Department of Environmental
Protaction



